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fittings, or library." 
" In order to carry out the wishes of

the testator, the income from his bequest being insufficient
to cover both endowment and adequate buildings, Lord

Rosebery, the Chancellor, Sir William J. Collins, the Vice-
Chancellor, Sir Edward H. Bask, chairman of Convocation
and of the Galton Laboratory Committee, Dr. Henry Miers,
the Principal, and other officials of the University of London,
have issued an appeal for 15,000 for the provision of a
Galton Eugenics Laboratory at University College, Gower-
street. The appeal points out that the scope of the science of
eugenics and the work of the laboratory have been defined
as ’’ the study of these agencies under social control that
may improve or impair the racial faculties of future genera-
tions physically and mentally." In accordance with the

suggestion of Sir Francis Galton, Professor Karl Pearson,
F. R. S., has been appointed first Galton professor, and he is
assisted by a staff of highly trained workers who now find
very insufficient accommodation in a few small rooms

temporarily placed at their disposal at University College.
The output of the laboratory in the form of original in-
vestigations has been very large, and attention is called to

the fact that already influential movements are on foot
for the academic recognition of eugenics and the establish-
ment of similar laboratories in both America and Germany.
The small laboratory, consisting of two rooms only in the
applied mathematics department at University College,
s consulted very largely by medical officers of health,
by school medical offi0ers, and by independent medical
men engaged in statistical problems. On the ground that
the institution has already been of great value and will
render increased public service with its fuller development,
the University feels justified in sanctioning an appeal for
such external aid as will enable its staff to carry out efftc-

tively this portion of their functions. At the present time
the laboratory is in possession of material received
from educational and health authorities in all parts of the
country, which alone would require three or four full years’
labour for the existing staff to analyse and publish, and the
bulk of it has direct bearing on the most important social
and national problems of the day. No better memorial to

the late Sir Francis Galton could be established, and we
heartily endorse this appeal. Sketch plans of a new

laboratory by Professor F. M. Simpson, F.R.I.B.A., are
affixed to the appeal, and contributions and promises of
support will be received by Sir Edward Busk, University
of London, South Kensington, S. W.

THE ALBUMIN REACTION IN TUBERCULOUS
SPUTUM.

THIS reaction is stated to be invariably present in cases of

tuberculous disease of the lung, even in its early stages when
it may be difficult or impossible to discover tubercle bacilli
in the sputum. The technique of the reaction is exceedingly
simple. 5 c.c. of the sputum are mixed with 20 c.c. of

physiological salt solution in a test-tube; 5 or 6 drops of
acetic acid are added and the whole well shaken up and
then filtered. The filtrate is then tested for albumin by
heat or nitric acid. 1 Lesieur and Prirey 2 find this reaction
present before the appearance of any physical signs in

the lungs in 75 per cent. of cases, and declare it a

more useful test than the microscopic examination of
the sputum. In miliary tuberculosis it is not constantly
given, nor in pleurisy. It is present in acute lobar

pneumonia due to pneumococci during the attack ; its

persistence in this disease during convalescence points to the
probability of a new focus of infection or a complication.
The reaction is found also in acute pulmonary oedema, acute i

1 Fornara, Il Policlinico, Sezione Pratica, Anno xviii., Pascicolo 27.
2 Paris M&eacute;dical, 29, vol. iv., 1911.

congestion, and acute broncho-pneumonia. As a rule, it ia

negative in acute bronchitis, and it is negative in chronic
bronchitis and in emphysema. In cardio-renal cases it is

often positive. They give 840 observations from various

authors in which the reaction was positive in 100 per cent. of
cases confirmed by microscopic examination of the sputum
for tubercle bacilli, in 82 per cent. of cases of probable pul-
monary tuberculosis, and in 37 per cent. of cases of non-tuber-
culous sputum. They find that the intensity of the reaction
is in direct proportion to the importance and gravity of the
lesions and the abundance of tubercle bacilli, and so con-
sider the reaction to be valuable in prognosis as well as
diagnosis. A negative reaction would appear to exclude

pulmonary tuberculosis. -

THE PAST SUMMER.

THE statistics below have been compiled from observations
published month by month by the Meteorological Office
and may consequently be regarded as accurate. They
comprise the mean temperature, the total amount of rain-
fall, and the total number of hours of bright sunshine

for the three months, June, July, and August. The

* A day with at least 0’01 inch.
t Sunshine in Phoenix Park.

comparatively slight excess of the temperature over the

average may be noted; the figure is in many places no


